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‘THE: BOOK or ‘ABRAHAM—ITS GEN UINENESS ESTABLISHED. 


vr ELDER GEORGE R YNOLDS. 
— 0 — 


I. 

The and sub- 
_ sequent history of the Mummies. 
Pranslation of the Papyrus by. the 

, Prophet Joseph. 

— 

8 The late republication of the Pearl 

ot Great Price has drawn renewed 

attention to the Book of Abraham, 
which forms a portion of its contents. 
as but very little has ever been 


anil by the Elders of the Charch in 


advocacy of its claims.as an inspired 
‘record, written by one: Prophet of 
God in the infancy of the earth’s. his- 
tory, and tradslated by another Pro- 
phet of the Most High in the dispen- 
sation of, the fallneas of times, we 
think that a few. chapters written to 
prove its genuineness and divine ori 
„ will not be without value to the 
r-day Sainte and to the world 
ay the it time. For while the 
0 God have said or written 
little, in its defense, there have been 
‘Opposed to revelations 
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God in these days, who have vigor- 


ously attacked it, who have styled its 
language gibberish, and classed it 
among the ‘ pious frauds” that have 
60 often disgraced the history of reli- 
gion, Christian and heathen. We 
hold, ahd we have confidence that we 
can prove, by history, science, and in 
various other ways, that the Book of 
Abraham is exactly what it claims to 
be, and that it was transiated by the 
wisdom and power of God for the 
benefit of the human family, by the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. 

Before entering into the discussion 
of its contents, we deem it advisable 
to.say a few words with regard to the 
manner in which it fell into the 
Re of our martyred Prophet. 

account he gives of this inoident 
in his history, is to be found under 
date of Dec. 30, 1835, (Vol. XV Mn. 
from which we con- 


dense: He states that the records 


from which the Book of Abraham was 


translated, were found in one of the 
catacombs, near the city of Thebes in 
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Egypt, in the year 1831, by a French 
traveler named Antonio Sebolo, who 
had received permission from Mehemet 
Ali, the then ruler of Egypt, to open 
it. After vast labor, an entrance was 
effected on the 7th of July, 1831, and 
several hundred mummies discovered 
therein, in various stages of decompo- 
sition. M. Sebolo obtained eleven of 
the best preserved mummies, and 
started with them for Paris, the eapi- 
tal of France. On the way be was 
taken sick, and, after an illness of ten 
days, died at Trieste. 
left these valued remains of ancient 
Egyptian art to his nephew, Mr. M. 
H. Chandler, and, after various vicis- 
situdes, they came into this latter 
gentleman’s possession in April, 1833. 
He proceeded to make a living by 
their exhibition, and traveled about 
the country for that purpose, reaching 
Kirtland July 3, 1835. In the mean- 
time he had opened the coffins, and 
found that in connection with two 
of the bodies, was something rolled 
up with the same kind of linen, satu. 
rated with the same bitumen, which, 
when examined, proved to be two 
rolls of papyrus.” ‘‘Two or three 
other small pieces of papyros, with 
astronomical calculations, epitaphs, 
etc., were found with others of the 
mummies.” - In Joseph’s history is 
the following account of Mr. C.’s 
visit to Kirtland : 

On the 3rd July, Michael H. 
Chandler came to Kirtland to exhibit 
some Egyptian mummies. There were 
four human figures, together with 
some two or more rolls of papyrus 
covered with hieroglyphic figures and 
devices. As Mr. Chandler had been 
told I could translate them, he brought 
me some of the characters, and I gave 
him the interpretation, and, like a 
gentleman, he gave me the following 
- certificate : | | 
‘Kirtland, July 6, 1835. 
‘This is to make known to all who 


may be desirous, concerning the know- 


ledge of Mr. Joseph Smith, jun., in 
deciphering the ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyphic characters in my posses- 
sion, which I have, in many eminent 
cities, showed’ to the most learned; 
and, from the information that I 
-could ever learn, or meet with, I find 


In his will he 


records, and 
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that of Mr. Joseph Smith, jun., to 
correspond in the most minute matters. 
H. DLIR. 

Traveling with, and proprietor of 
Egyptian mummies.’”* 

The Prophet, a few days later, 
writes: Soon after this some of the 
Saints in Kirtland purchased the 
mummies and papyrus, and I, with 
W. W. Phelps. and O. Cowdery as 


Beribes, commented the translation of 


some of the characters or hierogly- 
phics, and much to our joy found 
that one of the rolls contained the 
writings of Abraham, another the 
writings of Joseph of Egypt, ete., a 
more full account of which will appear 
in their place as I proceed to examine 
and unfold them. Truly we can say 
the Lord is beginning to reveal the 
abundance of péace and truth.? 
From this time it appéars from ttie 
history that Joseph set himself dili- 
gently to work to translate the records 
as often as his other important duties 
permitted. Under date of October 
Ist he records in his journal: This 
afternoon I labored on the Egyptian 
alphabet, in company with: brothers 
O. Cowdery and W. W. Phelps, and 
during the research, the principles of 
astronomy, as understood by Father 
Abraham and the ancients, unfolded 
to our understandings.” It is desira- 
ble that these dates and facts should 
be remembered, as they have an im- 
portant bearing on our future, in- 
quiries. Under date of October 7th, 
November 24th, and in other places, 
he refers to his labors in translating 
the papyrus. He also makes frequent 
reference to showing .his-friends these 
explaining them their 
contents, not only to those in the 
Church, but to numbers who were 
not members. We will simply: cite 
one instance: December 16, 1835. 
Elders Moe Lellin, Dr Toang, and J. 
Carter, called ‘and paid me a rt 
with which I. wis meh gratified: 
exhibited and explait#eéd the Egyptian 
records to them, and explained many 
things concerning the dealings of God 
with the ancients, and the formatio 
of the planetary system. = 
History of Joseph Smith, MILLENNIAL 
Star, Vol. XV, age 285, 


+ Bran, Vol. XV, page 519, 
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The next thing we deem in order 
is to give the Prophet’s description of 
the appearance of the papyrus, 
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whic | 


description, we may remark in passing, | 


is identical with that of President 
John Taylor’s, who frequently “saw 
them when in brother Joseph’s posses- 
pion, The latter writes:“ | 
„The reeord of Abraham and Jo 
geph, found with the mummies, is 
beautifully written on papyrus, with 
black, and a small part with red, ink 
or paint, in perfect. preservation. The 
characters are such as you find upon 
the coffins of mummies, hierogly phics, 
ete., with many characters or letters 
like the present (though probably not 
quite so square) form of Hebrew with. 
out points.” | 
Before proeeeding further, it will 
doubtless be desirable to give a slight 
sketch of the contents of those portions 


of the Book of Abraham already 


translated and published. It opens 
with a short account of his early life 


gat the home of his father in Ur, of | 


Chaldea, of the persecutions he suffered 
for righteousness sake from his idola- 
trous kindred, and of the causes that 


led him 0 leave Chaldea for Canaan. | 


It gives at greater length than does 
the Bible, the covenants made with 
bim by the Almighty, and affords. 
some exeeedingly interesting details 
with regard to the history of the Priest- 
hood ig that early day. Furtber on 
an account of Abraham’s visit to Egypt 
is given, and tke revelations of God 
to him with regard to the order of the 
planetary worlds, the condition of the 
spirits of mankind in their pre-existant 
state, and a history of the ereation of 
this earth, are laid before the reader 
in plain and simple, but inspired and 
_eenl-inspiring language. No short 
synopsis can give any idea of the 
beauty, grandeur, and value of the 
trutbs made manifest by the Most 
High to his friend and servant, Abra- 


1 


bam; truths which the world, to-day, | 


in part ignores, and partly compre 
hends. We saggest te our readers 
the study of this important, though 
brief fragment, feeling assured that 
they will arise from its perusal with a 
more exalted and more comprehen. 
sive realization of the power, the 


Sran, Vol: 


XV, page 550. 
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AE ETA. 
glory, and the love of God, than the 
study of any uninspired treatise could 
ever give, no matter how beautiful its 
language, or how sublime its thoughts. 

t is our intention, as we pass along, 
to take up the various subjects treated 
in the Book of Abraham, and denion- 
‘strate the exact truthfulness of the 
record by the writings of historians, 
| ancient and modern, by the discoveries 
of archeologists, Egy ptiologists, astro- 
nomers, and other scientists, and 
prove, we believe, beyond the poasi- 
bility of successful contradiction, that 
no element of fraud enters into its 
composition. So remarkable have 
been the confirmatory evidences that 
we have met in our investigations 
into this subject, that we are of the 
opinion that there is not a book in 
existence whose genuineness can be 
more easily proven than can that of 
this reeord of the Father of the faith- 
ful. Being thus fully assured, we 
shall lay the forthcoming chapters 
before our readers with the joyfal 
assurance that they will add to the 
already incontrovertible testimonies 
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet, 
Seer, and Revelator, and servant of 
the Most High God. 

We make this last statement ad- 
visedly, because it mast be evident to 
all who seriously consider the matter, 
that if the Book of Abraham, as 
given to us by Joseph Smith, be true, 
it must have been translated by a 
greater than human power. We well 
know, that so far as the wisdom of 
this world is concerned, Joseph Smith 
was an unlearned man, unskilled in 
the higher branches of science, with 
little other knowledge than that which 
heaven conferred ; but had he been a 
scientist of the highest order, the pro- 
duetion of the Book of Abraham would 


bo but little less remarable, as many 
of the truthe taught therein (as we 


shall presently see) are in advance of 
the times, and were as unknown to 
the sage as to the simpleton, in the 
vear that the papyrus was translated, 
and indeed for many years afterwards, 
Consequently, human learning and 
human wisdom could not give them to 
tbe world. By some other power, 
which we claim was divine, they mast 


have been revealed and made manifest. 
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THE ROMISH HIERARCHY IN SCOTLAND. 


BY ELDER A. F. MACDONALD. 


During the present year a re-organi- 
gation of this ancient Papal rule has 
transpired in Scotland. The progress 
of Roman Catholicism in Britain, has 
produced some anxiety and stimulated 
opposition ; especially in the ranks of 
Scottish Presbyterianism. 

On this question the Glasgow Even. 
ing Times says: ‘‘ Statistics just pub- 
lished show that in England, Wales 
and Scotland, there are connected 
with the Roman Catholic Church, 3 
archbishops, 18 bishops, and 2,157 
_ priests ; besides 40 more who, though 
residing abroad, are ecclesiastically 
attached to Great Britain. In twenty 
years the number of chapels have been 
nearly doubled ; and a fact which will 
go sorely down with Orangemen is 
that 36 peers, 53 members of parlia- 
ment, 48 baronets, and 6 members of 
the Privy Council belong to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church.” To meet this 
dreaded power, protestantism presents 
a weak, haggard, broken front. After 
an experiment of three hundred years, 


with the patronage of government, the. 


popular will, learning, wealth, seem- 
ingly every means to prosperity and 
union—a unity of faith and practice, 
we find instead, on every side, increas- 
ing divisions, growing infidelity, and 
immortality. 

It appears evident that our ances- 
tors, the Scottish worthies,” were 
truly inspired, to resist the policy of 
Rome’s incroachment on the liberty of 
the creature in his worship of the Cre. 
ator. The defence of this God-given 
right, was the essence of the reform 
struggle; in fact, the grand principle 
attained and since exercised by the 
people. With the attainment of reli 
gious liberty their mission was accum- 
plished. Their work cannot be consis- 
tently claimed as a doctrinal reform. 
Such claim would be absurd. The 
word of truth—doctrine of Christ, will 
not admit of it being like the author, 
eternal and unchangeable. With the 
Bible in their hands, and according to 
the light given them, the reformers 


sought to correct abuses and benefit 
their fellowmen, realizing that there 


had been a falling away from the 
order of heaven, as written in the 
Scriptures. That they were conténd- 
ing, as they believed, with the head 
and front of anti-Christ, for the right 
of religious worship. 

Does not present and past history 
clearly indicate that their work of lib 
eration from hierarchial thraldom wa”. 
a preparatory work of God's provi, 
dence ?} That such work was consisten 
with the mercy and justice of God, in 
the ultimate introduction of the dis- 
pensation of the fullness of times,” 
which will gather Israel, and prepare 
a church and people for the second 
coming of Christ. The reformers 
brought no such dispensation, neither 
made any claim tosuch authority, but 
did nobly the work allotted to them, 
and they will, in the coming great 
day, rise in condemnation of those 
living in this generation, enjoying the 
fruits of their labors, who resist the 
greater light and testimony of Jesus 
now offered, by the voice of the angel 
of God, and message of the Gospel 
through Joseph the Prophet, to be 
preached to ‘‘every nation, kindred 
and people.” (Rev. xiv. 6—7.) 

Writing on the renewal of Gospel 
authority and covenant (1833), the 
Prophet Joseph, said, ‘‘ The time has 
at last arrived when the God of Abra- 
ham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has set 
his hand again the second time to 
recover the remnants of his people, 
which have been left from Assyria, 
and from Egypt, and from Pathros, 
etc , and from the islands of the sea, 
and with them to bring in the fullness 
of the Gentiles, and establish that 
covenant with them, which was pro- 
mised when their sins should be taken 
away. (See Romans xi. 25—27 ; also, 
Jeremiah xxxi. 31—33.) This coven- 
ant has never been established with 
the house of Israel, nor with the house 
of Judah, for it requires two parties 
to make a covenant, and those two 
parties must be agreed or no covenant 
can be made. ‘Christ, in the days of 
his flesh, proposed to e a covenant 
with them, but they rejected him and 


v3 
A 
~ 
* 

* 

» 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR’ 


and, in qonsequence 


his proposals, 
thereof, they were broken off, and no 
covenant was made with them at that 


time. But their unbelief has not 
rendered the promise of God of none 


effect. No, for there was another day | pat 


limited in David, which was the day 
of his power; and these his people, 
Israel, should be a willing people ; 
and he would write his law in their 
hearts, and print it in their thoughts; 
their sing and their iniquities he would 
remember no more. 
Thus after this chosen family had 
rejeeted Christ and his proposals, the 
heralds of salvation said to them, Lo, 
we turn unto the Gentiles; and the 
Gentiles received the covenant, and 
were grafted in from whence the cho- 
sen family were broken off.” But the 
Gentiles have not continued in the 
odness of God, but have departed 
rom the faith that was once delivered 
to the Saints, and have broken the 
covenant in which their fathers were 
established (see Isaiah xxiv. 5), and 
have become highminded, and have 
not feared ; therefore, but few of them 
will be gathered with the chosen fami- 


‘ly. Have not the pride, highminded · 


ness and unbelief of the Gentiles pro- 
voked the Holy One of Israel to with- 
draw his Holy Spirit from them, and 
send forth his judgments to scourge 
them for their wickedness? This is 
eertainly the case. * * And 
now what remains to be done, under 
circumstances like these? I will pro 


ceed to tell you what the Lord requires 


of all people, high and low, rich and 
poor, male and female, ministers and 
people, professors of religion and non- 
ra, in order that they may 

enjoy the Holy Spirit of God to a full- 
ness, and escape the judgments of God 
which are almost ready to burst npon 
the nations of the earth. Repent of 
all your sins, and be baptized in water 
for the remission of them, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, and receive the ordi- 
nance of the laying on of hands of him 
who is ordained and sealed unto this 
power, that ye may receive the Holy 


Spirit of God; and this is according 


to the holy Scriptures, and the Book 


of Mormon ; and the only way that 


man can enter into the celestial king 


* 


of faith may save the sick. 


‘the whole truth, as no reve 


dom. These are the requisitions of 


the new covenant, or first principles of 


the Gospel of Christ; then add to your 
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faith, virtue; and to virtue, know- 


ledge ; and to knowledge, temperance ; 
and to temperance, patience; and 
ience, brotherly kindness ; and to 
brotherly kindness, charity (or love; 
and if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you to be neither 
barren, nor unfruitful, in the know- 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
hen we come amongst our kindred 
and countrymen, as heralds of the new 
covenant, having such good tidings for 
all, the cry is 
rophets,” etc., we are charged with 
aving forsaken the truth, the Bible, 
and the religion of our fathers. In 
this they labor ander a mistake; we 


have not so done, but whether we were 


Papists, Protestants, or Presbyterians, 
by embracing the fullness of the Gos- 
pel, becoming members of the Charch 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
we obtain more truth, in fact, know- 
ledge, and the spirit which leads and 

ides into all truth ; holding the 

ible and every truth received through 


is raised ‘‘ beware of false 


the fathers sacred, relinquishing only, 


the errors. and lies which they surely 
inherited and seek so earnestly to per- 


petuate. It is certain that the false. 


sprinkling as baptism, by Rome, does 
not become true when practised by 
Protestants ; neither does the practice 
of extreme unctien, or anointing for 
the burial, by Romanists, justify the 


PFSjSction by Protestants of the practice 


of anointing with oil, that the prayer 


Last February, Br. Begg, in the Free 
Preabytery of Edinburgh, said: The 


‘doctrine of infant damnation, and 


foremost duty of the general assembly, 


synods and presbyteries, was to en- 
lighten men on what 
and meant. * 
what was wanted in regard to scripta- 


Rome really was 
Light was 


ral views cf Romanism.“ This is a 


— view of duty coming from 
such a professed source. Assuredly 


nothing short of receiving the trath, 


aled in the 


new covenant, will save Dr. Begę and 
the system he representa from the 
grasping embrace of the motherchureh. 


From whence they came, so surely: 
What seriptural: 
Romanism can be plainer: 


will they return. 
view of 


~ 
* 
‘ 


6 
than this: that she is anti- Obrist, 
mother of harlots, and that Mr. Begg 
is an earnest representative of one of 

her proudest truant daughters 7 disa- 

greeing and divided against each other 

throughout the ranks of sectarianiem, 

in some cases uniting ouly to abuse 

her from whom they sprung, and who 

is even more s%ealous than themselves 
in seeking to do good in her own way. 

What is to be gained by listening to, 

or taking part in the misrepresenta— 
tions and strife of these professed fol | 
lowers of thé "Prince of Peace? Are 
they not: ng on a sen of opinion, 
unable to come to the knowledge of 
the trath? Are we not in the zenith 
of church and monument building—a 
time when fear toward God is enforced 
by the learned opinions of men? 
Saying that the gifts promised to 
believers and continuous revelation to 
the church through an inspired minis- 
try are ali done away and no longer 
needed.” The teaching and example 
of thé clerical ——— Popisb and 
Protestant, tends to swell the tide of 
unbelief and consequent disregard 
for the truth. It appears only a 
schooled profession or craft they seek 
to uphold. Indeed, a babel of opinion 
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and strife, in which the strongest and 
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most cohesive may acquire present as- 
cendency, and the worst fears of Pro- 
testant and Presbyterian seotaries yet 
de realised, even in Seotland. 
‘The Elders of Israel are called of | 
God, as was Aaron (by ‘tevelation), 
and sent by legitimate authority, in- 
spired aod endowed as were the disci- 
oles of old, to proclaim ‘these glad 
tidings. “That the God of heaven 
bas renewed his covenant and set up 
his kingdom for the last time, which 
shall not be destroyed, nor left to ano- 
ther people, but shall stand for ever.” 
The warning voice is, ‘Repent ye, 
repent ye, and embrace the everlasting 
covenant.” Pear God and give glory 
unto bim, for the hour of his judgment 
iscome.” Seek not to judge the things 
of God by the opinions of learned 
hirélings, to justify your obedience. 
But rather ask God, in faith, for wis- 


dom to guide your seareh for truth. 


We declare unto you that this Gos-. 
pel of the kingdom” is being preached 
as a witness unto all nations, and any 
person who will honestly reosive aud 
obey this message will obtain know 
ledge of God that the doctrine and. 
testimony is of him and that he has 
zent us to deolare im. 

Glasgow, Deo. 25th, 1878. 


THE RETURN TO PALESTINE. 
— — 


Every word of prophecy in the sacred 
writings points to the restoration of 
the Jews to the city over whose im- 
pending doom Jesus wept. It is curi- 
ous to note how many visible signs 
there now are, both in the east and in 
the west, indicative of the speedy ful 
filment of this prédiction. Only the 
other day the London correspondent 
of the Leeds Mercury stated, as a fact, 
and not as a mere rumor, that asyndi-: 
cate was actually in: of consol- 
idation, which had for its sole object 
the purchase of Palestine from the 
Turkish Government, and tis restoration 
to the Jews in some form. It is very 
likely that such a statement will be 
with feelings, not only of 
astonishment and surprise, but of 
incredulity. It is true, at the first 


blush, one can scarcely regard it other- 


wise than as an emanation from the 
brain of one whose mind is of a pre- 
eminently hopeful chasacter. Bnt on 
a narrower inspection, and looking at 
it from a more ical point of view, 
there is nothing to prevent one’s 
belief net only in the restoration of the 
Jews to the Holy Land, but to the 
second coming of Christ on this earth; 
It has become the fashion of late years 
—a most unhappy fashion--toderide 
Seripture from beginning to end, and 
by so doing to rob it entirely of its 
sacred origin. But bit by bit Seriptuse 
is being shorn of its original authority 

if not of its original beaaty. And 
when we say this, we do not allude 


in any way whatever to the work df 


the Bible Revisioners, nor yet to che 
ssethetical articles which have recently 


appeared in some of our foremost 
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magazines. What we do object to is 
—that the general tone of criticism in 
the present day is sceptical. We can- 
didly confess that to our minds this 
belief is no faith atall. It is assumed, 
is a it 
ow ‘we will Ag Ulastration | 
what we dha’ ce the outset, from 
a journal called Israel’s Watchman, 
published by Partridge and Oo. The 
article in question atapte. witha beanti- 
ful comment on the visit of the vener- 
able Sir Moses Montefiore, to the land 
of the Jewish Fathers. The season of 
the year when he made his pilgrim 
visit was exceptionally inclement, but 
he — a work to accomplish and he 
did it. Accordifig to our contemporary 
he was moved to this pilgrimage” — 
all honor to him for the sentiment— 


*Ssolely by love for Jerusalem and 
care for the welfare of its people. But 
there is throughout such a tone of ar- 
dent devotion toZion and his brethren 
such love and longing, such faith and 
earnestness, as to recall some of those 
‘pathetic elegies in which the Jewish. 
poets of the middle ages were wont to 
breathe forth their sorrow and their 
hope.” To the observant man there 
cannot be the shadow of the shade of 
a doubt that sooner or later we shall 
see, not in a shadowy, but in a visible 
light the coming of him whose presence 
shall be as a Flame of Fire. All that 
one can possibly say is: Be ye ready, 
for in such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of Man cometh,”—Christian 


| Globe, Deo. 26th, 1878. 


PITCAIRN 


The following, which recently ap- 
—- some of the public journals, 
ning small bat singular com-: 
mnnity, will be read with considerable 
by. those. who have not yet 
erused it: 
Admiral de Horsey, the commander | 
of the Pacific Squadron, has sent to the 
AAmiralty an interesting report of a 
visit, he paid he Baten, aland in Sep 
tember last, As is well known, this 
@ solitary island in the Polynesian 
archipelago, 2} miles in length and 
about twice that-distaace in breadth, 
whieh has been occupied since 1790 
the mutineers of the Bounty and 
For many years 
offiders 


ade been made to the island by | 
‘of the navy. Admiral de 
Hetsey fully confirms the statements 
of former visitors, regarding the virtu- 
a lives of the irie who are at 
present 90 in number—41 males and 
females, The pastor fulfills the 
duty of schoolmaster, The ‘instruc 


— 


phy. rn. der, 
ing as well, and the whole are 


ght part nn 
unmarried: 1 
twelve, 


three 


, course, entirely dependent u 


one 


ing i! Every child and 
tu attend school 7 


to | the or 
FR | | 
nis; 


ISLAND. 
ing is obtained alone from passing 
ships, in barter for refreshments. 
There are a few sheep, goats, pigs, 
fowls, cate and dogs. There are no 
springs cn the island, but as it rains 
generally once a month, they haye 
plenty of water. Noalcoholic liquurs, 
exeept for medicinal purposes, are 
used, and a drunkard is unknown. 
The bouses are well ventilated, and 
furnished sufficient for their simple 
wants. Scarcely any trees good for 
timber grow here. There is no money 
on the island, except such few coins as 
may be kept as curiosities. The men 
are chiefly employed tilling their 
ground, farming, house building, 
canoe fishing, etc.; the women in 
cooking, sewing, hat and basket mak 
ing. All are industrioua, and willingly 
take their share of public work when 
required. No contagious diseases 
‘visit the island, nor are the animals 
subject to disease. The only commu - 
‘nication with the outer world ie dy 


— writing, arith: mes 
Metic, Sor tory, and geogra- °% 
mig 


potatoes, yams, plantains, etc. Oloth- | 


English ship Khandeish, 
of che Piteaien 
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- MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 1879. 


WA RNING THIS 6 hp 
—0 
WE commence the New Year by opening a new volume of ihe dan and, in 
that sense at least, turning over a new leaf. ＋ U 

Within the past few months we have endeavored to tay eto ae Eiders 
and priesthood and Saints generally, a number of practical suggestions having 
a direct tendency, when applied, to give the work in this Mission renewed 
force and impetus. A recapitulation of the instructions to which we allude 
would be about as follows: 

The judicious and systematic disbricting of the several. Ea 20 o that 
every Elder in each will have his field of missionary operations clearly defined, 
absenting himself from it only by permission of the President of the Conference. 

Holding meetings in private houses, of Saints or eee during * week, 
and inviting the neighbors to attend. : 0 

The systematized distribution of tracts and, connected therewith, the sols 
citation of opportunities to talk with the People upon the “ce gee of the Gon: 
pel. 

The distribution of the written word, or works of the Church. 

In connection with these matters it was also set forth as the duty of. nok 
only the Elders from Utah, but of all the local brian end err ae te 
put those practical suggestions into operation. 

We take occasion to express oar unfeigned pleasure. and gratitude for the 
hearty and vigorous manner in which those instructions have been acted upon, 
in many places. The fruits of this renewed activity already appear. Of late 
a spirit of enquiry has been aroused among the people that is most encouraging,’ 
and baptisms have been quite frequent, while the prospect ahead still continue 
to widen, A short time since some of the Elders thought that the number a 
missionaries already in this country were sufficient for the work to be done; 
now their views have changed, and, like us, they are deeply ‘impressed with 
the conviction that there is room enough for many more than are at present 
in the field. ‘The harvest is ripe and the laborers are few.” 3 fe 


We expeot, while we are in these lands, that t the eit burden 2 our 80 


ahall be to lift the: warning voice to this generation. We have expressed. our 
belief that the brdspeot for an extensive ingathering of the honest is eneou- 
ragingly bright: Phere is good. ground for this opinion. At the ae | 


it ve were even aware that not a solitsry soul would be induced to en 


* 
11 
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truth through the faithful ministry of the servants of God, yet would we con- 
sider it the duty of the Elders to deliver their message. There are many 
millions of people i in these lands who know absolutely nothing concerning the 
true nature of the Gospel as taught by the Saints, and they have to be hunted 
up and preached to. i. 

The importance of thoroughly warning the people cannot be over- . 
The responsibility resting upon those who should do this work is great. We 
know that grievous destructions are at the doors of the nations. The servants 
of the Lord can alone point out the way of: escape from the impending doom. 
Should they be slothful, failing to do their duty, they will be in a similar 
position to a person Wong of a dangerous place in a railroad, and yet failing 
to give timely warning to the people on an approaching train. The cars come 
whirling along until the great crash arrives, and the whole becomes a heap of 
lifeless ruins. The person who possessed the knowledge as to how the catastro- 
phe might have been avoided, may not be directly responsible for the lives of 
the crushed passengers, but 1 in a moral sense their blood would make ind n. 
stains upon his ‘skirts. © 

Now, let the Biders of Israel, oiivtateebinid to deliver a divine message toa 
wicked and perverse generation, gird up their loins and sound the trump of. 
the everlasting Gospel: Behold the nations how they crumble! See how the 
judgments of the Almighty are thickening. The harvest is fully ripe; there- 
fore let every faithful husbandman thrust in his sickle and reap. There i is no 
time to be lost, for the Lord will cut short his work in righteousness, and 
every servant of the Living God should see to it that none of the blood of this 


generation shall be found upon uh 


NOTES. 

— We are in receipt of a pleasant, friendly letter from Elder H. W. 
Naisbitt, who is in good health and apparantly excellent spirits. We observe, 
by. Utah papers, that he S e n a Seeg entitled Random Shots 
at Common Follies.” . 


— We have received a communication from Elder A. A. Kimball, dated 
at ‘Kanosh; Millard County, Utah, Dec. 6th, where he arrived Nov. 20th, 1878, 
titiexpeotedly to his family, who, of ‘course, were greatly pleased to see him. 
On the day previous to the date of writing, he was ordained a Bishop and set 
apart to preside, in that calling, over Kanosh Ward, which comprises two 
settlements. 


The the paper of Utah, been greatly im- 
proved. It presents itself with what printers call a 10 new dress, meaning 
type, fittings, eto, and is enlarged to twenty-eight colomns. It is issued 
évery morning. We have received thé first number ‘in the new apparel, and 
pronounce the journal, both in. appearance and matter, a credit to the publishers 
aud t the ‘community where it flourishes,” ‘We wink it a prolonged and bagpr 


* 
* 
* } ra 
Let * 1 4 * J * $ a 
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— From our esteemed friend, Prof. Joseph L., Barfoot, Curator of the 
Deseret Museum, we have received a copy of his Museum Map ‘of Salt Lake 
City.” It gives an excellent bird’s-eye view of the city, with, the ‘Wasatch 
Mountains in the background. It also shows the Temple Block, or ‘Square 
with the Temple in course of erection and the Tabernacle. In another part + 
a view of offices and residences of the late President B. Young, The who le 
is upon a card, of cabinet size being a photograph of the original . 7 
‘has been copyrighted by Brother Barfoot. 25 


We have received a number of copies f pamphlet, giving * pros: 
ceedings in full, of the mass meeting of Mormon ladies, held in the Salt 
Lake City Theatre, Nov. 16th, 1878, for the purpose of protesting against the,. 
misrepresentations of a number of ladies engaged in an anti-polygamy crusade, 
We notice, by the Deseret News and other Utah papers, that the movement 
against the crusade, is being made universal, Meetings similar to those held 
in the Theatre are being convened in all the leading cities and settlements in 
Utah, and in the adjoining Territories where the Saints have located. At these. 
assemblages sentiments and principles similar to those epunciated.in the Salt 
Lake City gathering are expressed. When the ladies of the Church. of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints launch out upon any laudable. undertaking they 
generally do up the work with most commendable zest and thoroughness; 
They constitute a tower of. u and are genuine en to eee of 
Israel. = 


lk a person wishes to become ted with incidents 
the element of unadulterated absurdity, he-has bnt to watch the doings of 
some of the sectarian religionists of the day. Recently, during the severe 
“weather, in the district of Kazan, in the Russian Empire, the authorities 
warned the priests against the risk of baptizing infants in water that was either 
hot or cold, that with the chill taken off being considered best. This advice 
was also taken, somewhat unnecessarily, to the Mullah’s, or Tartar priests, 
who hastily concluded that the Czar intended to insist: pon the christening of 
all Tartar children. A revolt was the consequences and the person who carried 
the message was beaten nearly to death. After an understanding was arrived 
at and peace restored, 200 Tartars were publicly whipped for the oe they 
took in the affair. 8 
Lafant baptism is an and anti-christian doctrine, notwithatand- 
ing it is practised i in nearly all of the sectarian churches, The opinion Appears. 
to be rapidly gaining ground that sectarian Christianity, like the water recom, 
mended for the baptism of Russian inuocents, needs the chill taken off. In 
that form it may create nasuea in the person who swallows it, but, taken i in ite 
present icy condition it tends to freeze up the grows sensibilities. 


—— Among the namerous traits for which the. present generation iss atriking- 
ly peculiar, hypocrisy is one of the most prominent. This « detestable character-. 
istic impregnates all the affairs of life, but Projects, most conapienanaly in 
religious coneerns. 
The misnamed. Obristi: denominations, profess, to hold the characters and 
teachings of Christ and his Apostles in reverential adoration. With the 
** distance lends enchantment to the view.“ They build churches to the names 
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ot. Obrist, Peter, Jobn and Paul. sheets holy men to 
present themselves in any of the congregations that assenible in those edifices, 
and sek the privilege of preaching, their requeat would be treated with unmea- 
sured contempt. This would especially be the case were they to make their 
appearance in the homely. ey. were 20journing 
among the Jews. 

Were such an occurrence to pane lal their advent now, and they 
find, opportunities to preach, the doctrines they ,were wont to teach in the 
days gf their ancient ministry how they would be scoffed. and sneered at. 
Aa did the Jews anciently, the peeple would exclaim, in derision, ‘‘ Show 
un a miracle and we will believe.”. We have the Scriptures, and have no 
more need of revelation, nor propheta, nor apostles, nor gifts, etc.” 

This conclusion as to the reception they would meet with is quite logical, for 
such is the treatment administered to the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, who preach precisely the same Gospel as they did, and by 
the selfsame power and authority. 


ARRTVAI.— On Friday evening, January 8rd , Elder E. M. Curtis, missionary 
from Utah, arrived in Liverpool per Guion S. S. Montana. He left Salt * 


City on Dec. 17th an reached ‘here in good health and spirits. 


— 


Re EAsEs.—Elder Joseph H. Parry is is released from the Presidency the 
Welsh Conference. | 
der Joseph Bull, Jun, is released from the Presidency of the Sens 
Conferenoe. 

Elder George R. a is released from boing n Elder i in the Men- 
chester Confarence.. 


APPOINTMENTS. —Iiler 7 oseph H. 2 is appointed to labor in the printing 
department of this Offioe. 

ider Joseph Fan., is eppointed to labor i in the printing ‘department of 
this ‘Office. 

George R. is to over the Sheffield Conference 


ABSTRACT or CORRESPONDEN CE. 
 SOOTLAND. . 4 sealant letter, dated at Glasgow, Dec. 19th, President A. 
F. ‘Macdonald: ways: 

*. Brother Findlay is now here, getting ready for the 0 He vill go to 
Dundee and san sade ishing steamer at the latter point for Lerwick, in 
Shetland. 

are intens cold ber, 1 recently took a trip into Ayr and 
Retifre wehire, holding several meetings in houses. 1 met with several inter- 
éated inquirers respecting the Gospel.“ 

Jacobs wrote from 17th ; 

Lem pleased to see the results of the late Conference here. It has caused 

fen ah talk about the printf; ples’ of the Gospel, some for and some against⸗ 

also stirred up the Saints to diligence. Some of them say they feel 


a 
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better now than they have * for y years. ous an, pre: is net in the church, 
has offered us the use of his house to hold meetings in. We have en 
holding the first last Sunday. We shall bold meeting at the same place next 
Sabbath. I am in hopes of seeing good results from: ve seed sown at We 
ference.” 

SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. —By letter, dated January 0d e Elder M. B. 
Wheelwright, we learn that, on Saturday, Deo. 28th, he baptised several 
persons at New Tupton. Some difficulty was experienced in finding a suitable 
place to attend to the sacred ordinance. At the first place selected the ice was: 
very thick and strong, the handle of a sledge hammer having been broken in 
an attempt to make an opening. Subsequently, however, a running stream 
was found, and the parties were baptized. On Monday, Dec: 30th, he baptized 
two more, and two others, who, had signified their intention of becoming 
identified with the Church, were to be added shortly. On Tuesday, Dec. Sist, 
Elder Wheelwright proceeded to Chesterfield, where he found another person 
ready for baptism and to whom he administered that ordinance. g 


MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE, 


HELD IN THB ASSEMBLY ROOMS, NOTTINGHAM, ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 


15TH, 1878. 

Elders present from Utah—Wm.| Church as organized in. Zion, with 
Budge, President of the European John Taylor as President of the Quo- 
Mission ; Wm. Bramall, President of, | rum of the Twelve Apostles, 7 — pre- 
and Henry Walsh, Traveling Elder i in, sented and sustained ; also William 
the Nottingham Conference ; ; Joseph | Budge as President of the European 


Bull, jun., President of the Sheffield Mission, William Bramall, President 
Conference, and John Kienke, on his of Nottingham Conference, "the Elders 


way on a mission to Germany. laboring with him, and the local 
| — Priesthood. . Elder Jas. S. P. Bowler 

10 a.m. was sustained as Olerk of Conference. 

Choir sang, The morning breaks, President William Budge said be 


etc. Prayer by Elder Joseph Bull, was pleased to see the Saints united 
jun. Choir sang, Sweet is the | in sustaining the Authorities of the 
work,” eto. Church, and diligent in the exercise 
President Bramall called upcn the | of every duty; for we are on danger- 
presidents of branches to present their | ous ground when we are inactive and 
reports, when William Clayton, Presi |careless. The Gospel has been re- 
dent of the Nottingham Branch, and stored to the earth, and just as soo 
several presidents of other branches as we think we can trifle with it, and 
gave very satisfactory reports, which the obligation it e it is a proof 
were approved. ok increasing mental darkness. After 
President Bramall read the finan- taking upon us the name of Christ, 
cial and statistical reports: number | we should continue in good works, 
of Branches, 14; Seventies, 2; El. | setting a good example to those 
ders, 76; Priests, 18 ; Teachers, 15 ; | aroun * Our labors are n 
Deacons, 13 membere, 367 ; removed, limited in this country, still there is 
5; baptized, 34 ; 2 ated, 27; ex- | enough to do so that none need be 
communicated; 8; died, 5; total num: idle, We should live so as to enjoy 
ber of members on the book, — Spirit will our 
521. and enable us to understand 
The General Authorities of the what t be Lord requires at our hands, i in 
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the times and seasons thereof, that we 
may doit. There is nothing in this world 
‘from which so much happiness is 


derived as the consciousness of endea- 


voring, with all our hearts, to serve 
the Lord. Such feelings and desires 
will, when cultivated, pare us to 
live with the righteous, in Zion. We 
should sustain the Church in these 
lands by our faith, prayers and means, 
and aid the Elders in their labors to 
make widely known the principles of 
the Gospel of Christ, as all this is in 
— with the covenants we have 
made. | 


The choir sang, Israel, Israel, 
God is calling” etc. Prayer by Elder 
John Kienke. 
| 2 p.m. 
The choir sang, ‘‘Hark, ye mortals,” 
etc. Prayer by Elder Walsh. Choir 
sang, In Jordan’s tide,” eto. 
The Sacrament was then admini- 
_stered by Elders Clayton and Betts. 
Eider John Kienke expressed his 
thankfulness at being deemed worthy 
to go to his native country to proclaim 
the great message of the Gospel. He 
had seen many manifestations of the 
pews of God among the Saints, whom 
e found everywhere possessing the 
same spirit. | 
Elder Joseph Bull, jun., addressed 
the Conference, showing that the Gos 
pel preached by the Latter-day Saints 
ls the same as that that was declared 
by Jesus and his disciples. He also 
explained why the Saints were gather- 
ing out from the world, being in ful 
fillment of a divine command, sus- 
taining his remarks by the Scriptures. 
He exhorted the Saints to faithful 
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ness, and the strangers to investigate 
the doctrines of the Church, to the 
: truth of which he testified. | 
Eider H. Walsh said his mind had 
been carried back to the time when he 
first heard the truth, thirty-one years 
‘since. He had always been a praying 
‘man, and had read the Bible, but 
after he was baptized, it became to 
him like anew book. He then made 
: this bold assertion, that the Latter-day 
Saints are the only people who really 
believe the Bible and worship the 
true and living God. 

: President Wm. Budge delivered a 
‘brief but clear and comprehensive 
discourse on the true nature and 
intent of the principles of the Gospel 
of Christ, and their restoration, in 
this age, by revelation from God. 

The choir sang, Though in the 
outward church below.” Prayer by 
Elder Horkley. 


| 6.30 p. m. 

The choir. sang, How beauteous 
are their feet,” etc. Prayer by Elder 
Wm. Bramall. Choir sang, ‘I'll 
praise my Maker,” eto. 

President Budge preached a dis- 
course upon the first principles of the 
Gospel, the necessity of authority to 
administer in its ordinances, and of 
continuous revelation, and kindred 
subjects. He showed that God had 
spoken from the heavens in this day 
and, by that means, the Latter day 
Saints were in possession of the truth, 
which alone could save mankind. 

The choir sang, ‘‘ Lord, dismiss us 
with thy blessing,” etc. Prayer by 
President Wm. Budge. 

Jas. S. P. Bowter, Clerk. 


| 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Manchester; Dec. 19:h, 1878. 
President William Budge. 


Dear Brother,—Since I bave been in 


this country I have indeed enjoyed 
myself and felt to rejoice more in the 
work of the Lord than ever before in 
my life. I know that we are engaged 
in the work of the Lord, and are 
aching the Gespel of the kingdom. 

y heart rejuices in it and my desire 


0 — — 


is to do good while I remain in these 
lands and fulfil a faithful mission. 

Since oor district meeting, in Bol- 
ton, the Manchester Conference bas 
been districted. President Cowley 
looks after Manchester, and, of course, 
visits all the Conference when he feels 
like it. Brother Openshaw has all 
north of Manchester and I have all 
south of that city. The Saints in my 


— 


